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JUST ORIENTAL

19 King Streat, SWT [20- T30 5207, Maon-Fn noon

1 Tpm, Saf Gprn-11.30pm

bars are notoncushy dif-
ficlt 1o maks comior-
abbe, yet the design of
Jusi Orental |5 8 mashedy

oA taking you upstairs io the
majestic grandeur of Just St
Jamas, whem you can aso
pop In for drinks, This former

| v o priciure in mind: dreamy images of tha and of
e rsinag Swin, intrcatedy dacombed Sl KETON0E, DEans
and cystons, chopsticks and sushi, wonderully ShCands
iyt and legends. |'m talking about Bhe fmledies ano
woncors of the Orent, of course - B Orént 83 | imag
msanch [t rmigitt b besdoes London was enguilfed By 8 varts
bk tsunarni of Onenital-shyle bars and restsurarts. Tody,
it soerrs, i's not possibla to go armpwhens without being
confronbed by & deep-fried crouching tiger o a hidden
dragon tempura in 8 terfyakd saucs. So much 5o that the
naoct grest Ehimg bo hit the high stres! @& bound to Be o
chain of suck’'n'go caffs called Odent Exprass. (Acthusin.
thare aleady axists an Orent Expréss kebab shop on
Sirpathan High Road - | wondér if they"ve bothaerd 1o
try s regisher tha nama ) For the rmaantme, Bt kbast,
the Inbist cfferirg of il things appansntly Orintal in the
bbar world |8 housed in the basermsnt of Tha recentsy

aommps of what can be dona

i ks 8 limiled space Seesm

lofty and grandioss. Scalloped

bobéhe, polshed wooden Soors

mcdormed with suthentic Oriental rugs, and
masonably complimentary ghting creabes & hoart
wanringly commodious emvironment that is within
glass-chucking distance of tha hustl and bustie of Pic-
cadilly. Its table serdcs, which = whal you'd axpect
arouryd thesa parts, and the staf, although missrably
dressad in unflattoring T-shirls, Were Bages and ki i0
plaase — baaring in mind both my vsits wens during Rs
wary sty days, this is not unisual. The cocktails show
proemisa, although need @ s tuning-up, and the foeod -
all Ovierial plates = was pretty ondinany, achually, But this
is @ exiraordinarly special venus which will undoulbt-
acily prove 1o e & significant pliryer on e St James’s

banking hall = a cne-tima Her-

riga, Famquhar & Co bank which

hardiod thi acoourits of many & fomme: prirmes min-
iater, and was mom necently 8 branch of Lieyd's — B mow
one of the most spectacular venuses in London. High mar-
bha ool am softened with Crganon crgsies, & MearT-
nina floor has been acdded to craate th et rnt, and &
plancia tinkles mway &l by Eself providing & wonderfully
composed atmosphers in which 10 enjoy B oo Tippes
or two, Dirirks amen espacialy sxpanshve, with cockisls
marting ot £5.50, but the kst makes the clisses mistaks of
failing to distinguish between shoclers, shors and long
girinies, Ming wiries ane gvadiabés Dy the glass and stan ol
£3.50 and bottled beers are £2.90. 1 could Qo on loneser
on the drop-dead gomecusness of both ol thess veniues
I's 80 rare 1o find & venue of such style that it makes &
sigrificant difference 1o London's sating and drinking

astablishad Swanky matsurant Just St Jtames. Basarment

circuit of sophisticated bars, and | can™t lesve bem with-

veorkd — Oriarital or othenadss

EDWARD SULLIVAN

| yawn

EDWARD SULLIVAN

If yvou had spent a small foftiine
CrEalng a New venue, :.lll'.":i wWwant
to show it off in all its fineey, nvite
womie key movers and shakers, give
"ern a pood ome, and ensure they
want to come back again and
spread the word to others. Soems

| :|"_'|'H.|:|||_|IIII_' [O IMie, Gih '-.'-'I'I:.' |i1|l:'5-|'ll|:

ANYONE da i |'|'!l',|'l'i}-[.l'|-|-' PR wision
of a decent launch i% o pack the
venue with D-list imbeciles, make
everyone walt adorns for a drnnk
and then 5|_|-I'|!|_'rr them o endless
rounds of canapd calamities And
all of thiz with the builders sall bat-
rering away around them in venues
that look a 'Ir:-|1;: whay frovm |.'ll!l1'l|.','
finished. THE WHITE HOUSE, an
about-to-be bar, restaurant and
members’ bar on Clapham
Park Road, held its launch
party January,
miich to the disappointment

hack in

of a few of my mates who, despite
my advice, went along to join the
Delay followed further
delay and the lavest | have is thart it
was due to be open this week
but don’t hold your breath,
Similacly, 10 COVENT GAR-
DEM in the former Connaught
Rooms in Great Queen Street held
*hard hat" parties
toweards the end of last year ar
which revellers were encouraged to
admire the construction work
going on arcund them. The open-
ing was also delayed and the place
finally opened its doors in Febru-
ary, offering a multi-venued umnit
including Kitchen (the restaurant),
several bar arcas and the gimmicky
female-only members” bar, Despine
reasonably concerted  efforts 1o
gain access, at the time of writing |

SCTUETL.

-
A seres ol

hadn't managed to circumnavigate :

the clipboard hell that is the door
palicy = watch this space.

The CANDY BAR has vacaned
its former home in Carlisle Street
to take up residence in Bateman
Seeeet af the former home of Riki
Tik. Leshian bars are as rare as
Circle line trains in London, and it
took a lesbian acquaintance of
mine to explain this phenomenon.
You do know what a lesbian
brings with her on a second date,
don't you? I didn't. ‘A suitcase
containing all her worldly goods
and enough money to pay half of

! her first moath's council ax.” In

Candy Bar's place s POTION
which, hilariously, was tumning
away guests fo its opening bash
because the builders were sill
sticching the place together. Potion
is such a small venue that nobody
has really been able to make a suc-
cess of it, 50 [ doubt I'll be in any
real rush ro go back.

| did tuen up to the launch of
JUST ORIENTAL (see Barcode,
above) but, stupidly, on the wrong

SERIOUSLY GOOD VODKA

Hara's & new kid hanging arcund the top of the
vodka luge. Well, whan | say new, | mean rela-
tivaly mew 1o London, at leasl. Senously has
b gracing Swadan's bars for mom than a
dacada and it's only In the past six months that
it's besn making iealf known o Londons
pribiters of stybe. You might angua that the differ-
ances in vodka brands are 50 miniscula -

which i3 very much the case Whish Yyou Orown

thm with cola - that varying tastes are indeci-
pherable to tha human palate, But iy taking it
real and you've got ancthor story. Serously

hies @ clean anoma with a curious hint of juniper and a
tastn of whaat (from which it s distillad), but without the
wsual “hite’ familiar with 50 marmy vodikas. Sl seyaliwing
half a bottle of the stulf befors bedtime gives you tinghy
lips and a sfightly numib tongue and its purity reduces the
hangowver effect ever so slightly, Daspite looking like a
bottie of mineral water, this serously good vodhka ks likeky
to ba tha neodt big thing behind London's bars. ES

Available from retall outlets: Harvey Nichols, Knights-
bricige, SW1 [£15) and Comey & Banmons, Kansington Park
Road, W17 (E16.20).

48 6 27 WMARCH HOT TICKETE

night. So, instead of wasung the
!ril'. 1 !n_;-|_|r|'|i_-:.-'|:-:i back to Soho bo
AMBER was getting
along since 1 reviewed the place a
few wecks ago [see wwow.thisis
london.com). The basement bar
was rocking, packed with the
after-work crew having a thunder-
Mg F__c:u;:u_l time. After a few sharp- .
eners | got up 1o leave, only to be
u[n;:.p-pm| at the door |"-1..' the
bouncer. It turned out to be Ross
Mackim, a guy who used to have
to help me out of bars in my dark
and distant past. For looking afver
me, past and PrESEN, he Bets my
Diamond Geezer Award. 50 You
think I'm going soft in my advanc-
ing vears by giving away an
award, eh? Mah. I'm also giving
opuit a3 Total Clot Award to the
oxygen thief at Chelsea Village
who considered rudeness as the
best way to deal with me,

Looking ahead to this weekend,
the residents of County Kilbuwern
are already prepaning for a righe
ol hr:-cl'.l::.' o celebrate 5¢ Parrick's
Day. Vietually anywhere on Kil-
burn High Road will be celebrat-
ing the day bue the best craic might
be found ar the PORTERHOUSE
in Covent E'r;u'-;icu't Maiden Lame.

Coming up next week 15 the 1Tth
LONDOM DRINKER BEER &
CIDER PESTIVAL organised by the
Nl:lf[h J_I':I|'|I.I'::l|'| I"l i'I.I'ILI'I '..lF L_"Lht“."'l.
Dozens of ales, familiar and new,
are promused over the three-day ale-
athon. Camden Centre, Bidborough
Sereet, WC1, Wed 21 & Thur 22
Mar, noon-3pm & Spm-10.30pm,
Fri 23 Mar noon-1030pm. For
details, call (1727 867 201

e how




