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Food and drink

Bites PIHKY and DGI’KV

Caroline Stacey rounds up other
places for serious meat-eaters

Vodka that tastes of flowers? Now that is a novel idea

Champany Inn

& visil bo the Champany innis like Stepping
back to the time whioh Smokisd salimion
steak amnd proditeroles ruled every
resiaurant menw. Clive Davidson oomos
Froam Soulh Africa, Bas e wine bl o
prowe il, and has been char-grillng some of
Ehei sl shsaks in The land hera [or niedrty
20 years. Thedr own bubcher prepanes the
Aberdesn Angus Culs, and makes burgess
and sausages for the no-bookings bistra
where oflerings rangs from the pope’s oy
(mamipd ad £159% (o a T-bome lor ETTS5. The
SN FESLALIIANG FMa|ors eEn more on
stiak, with chateaubriand {with béarnaise
sauce, E45.500 or odie de boeul (EX2.50)
far bwo carved Al e tahbe. Thera s lish
and chips of lbsher for dissenbers., but
meal aders are advised o Siser Chiar,
Lindthgow, West Lalhian (01506 8345221

Chaz Gérard

The skeak frites group comes (0
Camibridge, There's a calé bar at lhe Tront
6 lure passers-by, and a restaurant wilh
the wsual roster of starters like chicken
Iveer pikd, or goal's cheese salad, then
call™s Inver, duck oond L, or lamb cutleds, angl
the reflably good steak. All thi beal is
Scottish and traceable, Onglet, a budget
Frnech ciil, & 205 an Baz |s fillet E1385
I's EZ exira for veg ailthough the famou By
thin and hand-to-resist fries ane included
Onglet is included in (he [wo-course

prix fixe lor £995, too. Whabtever the

reservations about Chez Gérard, it's predty SETI0WS -I'}r- S

good shakes for $leak
27 Brigge Street, Camdnage
(D223 A4EGAT,

Gaucha Grill

Thee Gaucha Grill gives gringos a tasie of
the pampas, surrownced by cow hiche and
pealen copper. Argentinian meal is
EurrEndhy bannkd, 5o 0 Comes Tnoim
Lruguary, Paraguay and Brazil. Start with
palm heart and cherry lomato salad or
cheak larlane: mowe on Lo rack of lamib,
rger (E8.50), grilled lobster tail (E30), or
o of Ehe skeaks, starting with a 200q
Churrasco o cauavnl Tor £, up (o a 350q
fife die form for E15.50, Including chips o
baked potafo and sauces, Side orders

IR lude roast garkic oF aubergine L'IU'l::'I"'
L1 Wes! Gaorge Streal, GLRISQow
(O-208 5210,

Popeteye Steak House

One of London's best placos for steak [akes
its nasme fraom Ehe Scoltish (Erm for nim.
AN B rrekal 5 from Aberdesn Angus,
reared In Lhe Highlands. The menu is very
locused. Mo starters, just sleak = rump,
eirloin. or fillet from Gog bo 200F, E9.45 o
Er srmaaliesl rump up to E32.55 lar the
largest fillet = willh chips, Dearnarse sauce,
kelchup or mustard, and salad, Simphe a5
Fhak. and vabeal able il 1% Lhaak v vl
A for allers, Thene's. ot maach cholce =
B be Lart, shicky odfed pudoing or

chocolate brownle (E4.25 each) or cheeses. | Almed at the Marc Jacobs-clad, Fendi-bag
108 Biythe Road. London W4 toting female of the species

(OAD=FEI0 4578,

Td THE IMDMEFENDENT Mbgazing

If you can't judge a book by its cover, then what are
wie to make of drinks labels? The fad for “witty™ margues
like *Old Git™ and “Goats do Roam™ seems to have
passed, if the shelves of my local off-licence are anything
to go by, Bur unless you're a very attentive or well-
informed wine buff, it’s difficult to know what you're
EELTINE inio With wine,

Hard liquor, on the other hand, is casier to
understand, You can, ||1..' and |.'|I;|11.', |LIL|_|1|.' the contents !1}'
the cover, | mean label, Most single male whiskies, for
instance, feature autumnal rural scenes on the packaging,
and raste accordingly damp and carthy. Tequila is often
written in a typeface otherwise only seen on “wanted”™
posters in very bad spaghetti westerns, It's a forewarning
that you'll have cactus breath after you've drunk it.

Vodka is different. Vodka is the most fashionable of
alcohols, the Kate Moss of booze. It updates its look just
when evervone's getting ever-so-slightly bored of the
last image. Absolut had a good run, culminaring with
Mandarin, featuring an orange dome in the base of the
bottle. Mot sure quite where they can go next - a banana
just wouldn't be as acsthencally pleasing.

S0, a newish company 15 stepping forward to become
the trendy tipple. It's called “seriously ... ©, which
makes me want to say “oh, come on ... " [ don't know
what the name means, And to make maners worse, the
“eerpous” 15 red, while the "".:n.'" is black, 1s this some code
that | don't understand? Is it for young people?

The original seriously ... vodka is a favourite with
London’s rrendier mixologists and 15 sold at Harvey
r'«-'u.h-:-I«, |1.1'.I|r,|||:|.'. The Har ¥CY Michols food hall =
always full of rather louche men, with steaks and
dragonfruit in their baskets, prowling around at 8pm.
I'his vodka is perfect for them. Now the company has
launched “pinky ™, a “[flower] powered™ version of the
original = presumably aimed at the Marc Jacobs-clad,
Fendi-bag toting female of the species. What “seriously

, pinky™ means withour metaphorical quote marks is
thar ir's pale pink in colour, and looks and tastes a bit
like Parma violets and lavender.

These properties come from natural botamcals, I'm
told, and make rhe vodka perfect for blending with
juices and for making cocktails. Personally [ liked
drinking it straight — that is, straight from the freezer
and with extra ice. It's a bit like an old-fashioned
sweetie, but with a hell of a kick.

[hat’s not the only blow. Pinky costs a distincrly
unfragrant £20 a bottle. And | quore: *Namral
botanicals of the calibre used in pinky are very
expensive. Expect seriously ... pinky to cost a bit more,
in return for which yvou will get a lot more.™ 'm
temipted to add another word on the end, hke “drunk™
B | '..'..'|'|||'|1 because |11n|-c:. 15 ]:lu:.. Liza Markvell ®
SIS ... ||-'IH.':.'}' 15 ararlable |':r|.-r.u Harevey Michols

rwinre shops in London, Birmingham and Leeds, For mare
details telephome 020-7 235 50N




